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Introduction

Why choose abrdn’s Managed Portfolio
Service (MPS)?
. Simple and flexible multi-asset portfolios that aim
to make a financial return
. Wide range of risk-based portfolios
. Include a broad mix of investments
. Managed by experienced discretionary
investment managers

abrdn plc is listed on the London
Stock Exchange A+ ratings in six
investment categories Principles
for Responsible Investment
Assessment Report.

Built on solid investment foundations
We’re a discretionary investment manager, focused
on providing the best possible financial outcomes for
our clients. As part of the abrdn Group, we benefit from
an extensive heritage stretching back over 200 years.
We’re in the unique position of being able to combine
our portfolio management expertise and analysis with
that of the wider abrdn business.
This allows us to search the globe for the most compelling
opportunities to include in our portfolios.

£542bn1 5,000
We manage £542
billion of assets
for our clients
and customers

We have over
5,000 employees
worldwide

Our research is underpinned
by a team of equity and credit
analysts undertaking over
3,000 company meetings
a year, and covering over
2,100 companies.

25,000
We currently
support over
25,000 clients

“We give you the capabilities of an
institutional investor with the service
of a boutique.”
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Choosing an investment
partner you can trust

At abrdn, we firmly believe that before you invest your
capital, you should first invest in financial planning. This
means engaging the services of an adviser who, based
on your circumstances, objectives and priorities, will work
closely with you to build a personalised investment strategy
that reflects your individual needs, goals and values.
Once you and your adviser have agreed on a plan, you’re
going to need a reliable investment partner to help drive
the returns needed to successfully power the plan, within
the risk parameters appropriate for you.

What’s important

Your objectives
and priorities

Financial planning and investment management are two
distinct disciplines that need different skills and resources.

Here to help you invest for your future
Our discretionary business has a proud history of working
with financial advisers to help deliver excellent outcomes
for clients. And it’s in a unique position to be able to take
advantage of the institutional research and investment
expertise of the wider abrdn Group.

Your bespoke
financial plan

In turn, your adviser can use our global investment
expertise and market-leading discretionary solutions to
help you save and invest in the right way for your future.

“Making the right decisions with your
money now will give you confidence
that you have the right financial plans
in place to achieve your goals.”

About the abrdn Managed Portfolio Service
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Deciding which investment managers to work with isn’t a
decision that financial planners and advisers take lightly.
They’ll undertake thorough due diligence to make sure
that the managers they select are the right ones to be
trusted with their clients’ money.
Your adviser will have given significant consideration to
the decision to work with us, to make sure that we’re the
best investment partner to help you meet your needs and
objectives. They’ll be satisfied that we’re an investment
partner you can trust and that we can achieve what’s
needed to deliver what’s important to you. They’ll also be
confident that we can provide the outcomes you need.

This analysis covers
many aspects including

Financial strength

Our investment approach
At abrdn, we have a clearly defined investment policy and
devote significant resources to making sure it’s consistently
delivered and continuously developed.

Quality of
investment process

Our MPS solutions are managed by experienced
professional managers on a discretionary basis – that
means they’re able to make routine changes and
rebalances to a portfolio based on their expert opinion
and judgement. They’ll constantly review the portfolio’s
investments and can act quickly if they need to.
When it comes to important investment decisions, working
with experienced and objective professionals reduces the
risk of the behavioural mistakes that individual investors
typically make. As well as avoiding common investment
pitfalls, it allows your adviser to focus more time and
resource on your overall financial plan and your goals.

Breadth of choice

Risk management

Investment
performance

Value for money

About the abrdn Managed Portfolio Service
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Why abrdn’s MPS?

Multi-asset investing made easy

Reasons to invest in abrdn’s MPS

Our aim is to make investing easier and more accessible,
and free up time for your adviser to focus on you and
your financial plan. Our MPS is designed to help your
adviser manage your financial affairs in the most efficient
way possible.

. It offers simple and flexible solutions that aim to make
a financial return.
. The portfolios invest in a broad mix of investments

Here’s how it works:
We create MPS solutions
We offer a range of portfolios to meet different investment
goals. Each portfolio uses a different blend of assets that
perform within different risk levels – so there’s something
to suit most investors.
Your adviser will choose the right MPS solution for you
Your adviser will work with you to determine what’s
important to you, your future objectives, your attitude
to risk and how you feel about the potential for losses in
return for potentially larger gains. Nobody knows your
needs and preferences better than your adviser, so
they’ll recommend the right MPS solution based on
your goals, values and attitude to risk.

to help you meet your financial goals.
. We engage with the companies we invest in to hold
them to account, encourage best practice and drive
positive change.
. Your investments benefit from access to the extensive
resources and global research of the abrdn Group.
. Our costs and charges are simple and transparent,
so you know exactly what you’re paying for.
. If you’re looking for a sustainable investment option,

our Sustainable MPS and Sustainable Index MPS use
market-leading responsible investment techniques,
with the aim of having a positive effect on society and
delivering a positive financial return.

Your adviser will invest your money
Once your adviser has chosen the right MPS solution
for you, they’ll invest your money.
Our experts will look after the ongoing management
of the portfolio
In managing the portfolio you’re invested in, our experts’
single focus is to monitor and respond to market events
and changing economic conditions. They’ll make any
changes necessary to keep the portfolio on track in
terms of delivering its objectives and performing within
your chosen level of risk.

About the abrdn Managed Portfolio Service
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Finding the right MPS
solution for you

You and your adviser will work together to identify which
MPS solution is right for your specific needs. It’s a simple
and straightforward process, with a range of portfolios
covering three investment styles:

Medium risk

2

. Best-in-class whole-of-market funds - abrdn MPS
. Low-cost passive (index-tracking) funds - abrdn
Index MPS
. Sustainable - abrdn Sustainable MPS and abrdn
Sustainable Index MPS

3

4
5

1
Lower risk

Level of risk

Higher risk

Choice of risk levels
Each of our MPS solutions offers five risk-rated portfolios,
from level 1 being the least risky to level 5 being the
most risky.
Based on the risk that you’re comfortable taking and the
outcomes targeted in your financial plan, your adviser
will select an investment approach that’s right for you,
your circumstances and your timescale, and which has
the potential to deliver your plan’s specific outcomes. For
example, you might be a conservative investor looking to
invest in less risky assets. Or you might be willing to accept
more risk in exchange for a bigger potential reward.

“We use the knowledge, experience
and research you’d expect from a
global investment manager to build
a range of portfolios to power
financial plans.”

Whichever portfolio you choose, you can be sure that
it will remain at the same risk level.

Investment involves risk. The value of investments, and
the income from them, can go down as well as up and
you could get back less than the amount invested. Past
performance is not a guide to future results. For more
details of the risks which apply to each MPS portfolio,
speak to your adviser. We haven’t considered the
suitability of investing against your individual needs
and risk tolerance.

About the abrdn Managed Portfolio Service
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What do the portfolios invest in?
Each portfolio includes a wide range of investments, such
as shares and bonds from different types of companies
and from different countries.
Diversifying in this way can help reduce the impact of
short-term market ups and downs, and provide smoother
long-term returns.

Strategic asset allocation (SAA) is choosing the right
mix of investments to achieve each portfolio’s objectives.
The mix of assets used in each portfolio will vary
depending on its objectives and risk level.
What is tactical asset allocation?

abrdn MPS
A hybrid active investing and passive index-tracking
solution, using both strategic and tactical asset allocation.
abrdn Index MPS
A low-cost passive index-tracking solution, using strategic
asset allocation.
abrdn Sustainable MPS
A hybrid active investing and passive index-tracking
solution which incorporates environmental, social and
governance (ESG), stewardship, avoiding harm and
impact themes, and uses both strategic and tactical
asset allocation.

A low-cost passive index-tracking solution which
incorporates ESG, stewardship, avoiding harm and
impact themes, and uses strategic asset allocation.
As we’ve already mentioned, each of our MPS solutions
offers five risk-rated portfolios. The level of risk is
determined by the mix of assets in each portfolio. For
example, level 1 portfolios will have a higher proportion in
what’s known as defensive assets, such as cash and bonds,
while level 5 portfolios will include a higher proportion of
what’s known as growth assets, such as shares.

Investment mix

2

3

Tactical asset allocation involves choosing which
investments to favour over the short term. The goal is
to maximise your portfolio’s performance and create
extra value by taking advantage of market conditions.
Managers will return to the portfolio’s original asset mix
or SAA once the desired short-term returns are achieved.
What is active investing?
Active investing is an approach which aims to beat the
average returns of a market or other benchmark, and
take full advantage of short-term price fluctuations. This
approach needs a portfolio manager with access to
in-depth analysis and the expertise to know when to
move in or out of a particular asset.
What is passive investing?

abrdn Sustainable Index MPS

1

What is strategic asset allocation?

4

5

Passive investing is an approach which aims to track
rather than beat the performance of a specific market
or benchmark, and tends to be a very cost-effective
way to invest. An example of a passive approach is a
fund that follows one of the major indices, such as the
FTSE® 100 Index. Whenever the FTSE® 100 changes its
holdings, the fund will automatically switch its holdings
to reflect the changes. If you choose this approach, you
should be aware that returns will follow the movement
of the index up and down, sometimes significantly in the
case of higher risk options.
Investment involves risk. The value of investments, and the
income from them, can go down as well as up, and you may
get back less than the amount invested. Past performance is
not a guide to future results.

Defensive assets are usually seen as less risky, and include
funds that typicallyhold investments like cash or bonds
Growth assets are usually seen as more risky, and include funds
that typically hold investments like shares in a company, including
shares in property companies

About the abrdn Managed Portfolio Service
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Investing sustainably – our clear
and transparent approach

Sustainable investing is a way of using your money to help
tackle some of the world’s biggest environmental and
social challenges, while tapping into the opportunities
that this presents.
It can mean avoiding negative investments, for example
weapons manufacturers. It can also involve investing
in sustainable solutions to environmental and social
problems, like renewable energy producers and social
housing. Another critical component of sustainable
investing is encouraging companies to be more responsible.

“You have the potential to both grow
the value of your money and help
tackle some of the world’s biggest
environmental and social issues.”

We believe that sustainable investing
should be available to everyone
That’s why we created our Sustainable MPS and
Sustainable Index MPS. There are five different risk-rated
portfolios in each MPS, all with the aim of making you
money while meeting your sustainability goals.
What does the Sustainable MPS invest in?
We select the best sustainable funds from the whole
of the market, including our own where appropriate.
What does the Sustainable Index MPS invest in?
These low-cost portfolios are made up primarily
of sustainable index-tracking funds, and offer
diversified exposure to a range of defensive
and growth assets.

We use four approaches when building the portfolios
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ESG integration – The abrdn Sustainable MPS and Sustainable Index MPS include funds that use
environmental, social and governance (ESG) factors as a framework for assessing the risks and
opportunities of individual companies within those funds. By using this framework, fund managers gain a
deeper understanding of the companies’ operations and ultimately allows them to find the companies that
are more likely to perform well and stand the test of time. For example, a company that flouts environmental
regulations is more likely to be subject to fines or public censure. Companies that operate under sensible
governance structures are more likely to operate efficiently. Ultimately ESG analysis helps fund managers
buy companies that do the right thing.
Active stewardship and engagement – abrdn and the external fund managers used within Sustainable
MPS and Sustainable Index MPS portfolios use their influence to hold companies to account, to
encourage positive behaviours and exercise voting rights on the issues that matter.
Avoiding harm – We invest in funds that in turn actively avoid controversial sectors or practices that are
doing demonstrable harm to the environment and society, for example:
. Controversial weapons manufacturing
. Companies that don‘t meet UN standards on human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption
(UN Global Compact)

. Tobacco production.
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Positive impact – As well as avoiding companies that do harm, we use funds within the Sustainable MPS
portfolios that invest in companies whose activities have a measurable positive impact on some of the
most important issues facing the planet and society. These issues include areas such as climate change,
poverty, sanitation, financial inclusion, access to clean water, hunger, among many others.
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Contact us
If you’d like to find out more about our MPS solutions and our investment process, please get in touch with your financial adviser.
You can also email us at discretionary@abrdn.com
Or visit abrdn.com/discretionary
Important information
Investment involves risk. The value of investments, and the income from them, can go down as well as up, and you may get
back less than the amount invested. Past performance is not a guide to future results.
The information contained in this document should not be construed as advice or an investment recommendation.
Please note you can only invest in our MPS solutions through an investment adviser. The details contained here are for
information purposes only and should not be considered as an offer, investment recommendation, or solicitation to deal
in any investments or funds and do not constitute investment research, investment recommendation or investment
advice in any jurisdiction. No warranty is given as to the accuracy, adequacy or completeness of the information contained
in this document and no liability for errors or omissions in such information. Any opinion or estimate contained in this
document is made on a general basis.

abrdn Capital Limited, registered in Scotland (SC317950) at 1 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 2LL. abrdn Capital Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
abrdn Capital International Limited is registered in Jersey (38918) at 1st Floor, Sir Walter Raleigh House, 48-50 Esplanade, St Helier, Jersey JE2 3QB. abrdn Capital International Limited is
regulated by the Jersey Financial Services Commission under the Financial Services (Jersey) Law 1998 (as amended) for the conduct of investment business and fund services business.
GB-130922-180577-2 ©abrdn plc 2022. All rights reserved.
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