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abrdn Sustainable Investing
At abrdn, environmental, social and governance (ESG) considerations have been an integral part of our decision-making 
process for over 30 years.

By harnessing the power of investment, we’re dedicated to creating more opportunity for our clients - and more positive 
impact for the world around us.

Our embedded expertise, proprietary research and tools, as well as an active ownership approach adds value to our clients.

Active ownership
For enhanced 
outcomes and value
We actively engage with 
companies throughout the 
investment lifecycle, as well 
as undertaking proxy voting 
and advocacy activities.  
We believe this drives 
better investment returns, 
protecting and enhancing 
value for our clients.

Investment  
thesis & tools

Protecting and 
enhancing long-

term value

• Active engagement
• Advocacy

• Proxy Voting

Global and  
embedded expertise
for comprehensive analysis
Our global Sustainability Group  
partners with experts embedded  
within asset class and business  
functions, to offer truly comprehensive 
investment-critical insight. 

Proprietary  
research and tools 
for enhanced investment insight
Our proprietary in-house research and  
tools complement a combination of external 
data sources. This allows us to undertake  
well-rounded and independent analysis,  
as well as more rigorous reporting, on top  
of industry benchmarks. This means that  
we offer unique insight to our clients.

Proprietary tools, including: 
 . Climate Scenario Analysis Tool
 . Carbon Footprinting Tool 
 . ESG House Score 
 . Engagement Tool

 

c30
members of our 
Investments Vector 
Sustainability Group

c30
dedicated ESG  
analysts across 
investment desks

700+
investment professionals trained on  
sustainable investing and proprietary tools 

Source: abrdn, May 2023.



 
    

    
    

 ES
G

 En
ha

nc
ed

     
     

      
      

      S
ustainability Aware                    Sustainability Thematic                                 Im

pactful
abrdn Sustainability   
Product Framework

abrdn portfolio solutions incorporating sustainability factors  
which may include specific sustainable objectives.

Sustainability Thematic
For investors interested in specific 
sustainable themes.
Portfolio solutions with a clear objective 
to target specific  sustainability-related 
thematic opportunities such as climate 
change, biodiversity and water.

Impactful
For investors targeting specific and 
measurable sustainable objectives.
Portfolio solutions that target a defined 
sustainable objective, for example a 
material alignment to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, or to deliver 
intentional, measurable, positive social  
or environmental impacts. 

ESG Enhanced
For investors focused on enhancing 
ESG integration with portfolio level 
sustainability targets and negative filters.
Portfolio solutions that include negative 
exclusions and may include ESG and  
carbon targets.

Sustainability Aware
Portfolio solutions that proactively 
manage and target alignment of 
environmental or social characteristics 
through specific sustainability 
targets, negative exclusions and 
carbon commitments. 
Additional measures may include positive 
screens, and an aim to allocate to 
sustainable companies/activities. 

The abrdn Sustainability+ Product Framework is abrdn’s own methodology for our range of solutions within this 
framework only. It serves as a basis for defining targets and metrics to measure our investment solution against 

sustainability progress in various defined areas. Our framework may relate to regulatory requirements like SFDR but 
is not purposefully designed to match any one current or future taxonomy system. Instead, it is dynamic and we will 

regularly review and amend it as required to comply with a range of applicable regulatory requirements.

ESG factors are integrated into our investment process
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Our Solutions
To help our clients achieve their long-term investment aims. 
We have developed a number of sustainable investing solutions for our clients’ different sustainability preferences, 
financial ambitions and tolerance to risk.

Region
Framework

ESG  
enhanced

Sustainability  
Aware

Sustainability  
Thematic 

UK Equities:
Sustainable Index World Equity (ACS UK)
Sustainable Index UK Equity (ACS UK)

Fixed income:
Global Corporate Sustainable Bond 
Fund (SICAV)

Multi-asset: 
Multi Asset Climate  
Solutions (OEIC)
Fixed income:
Climate Transition Bond Fund (SICAV)

SFDR 
Article 8 Article 9

The abrdn Sustainability+ Product Framework is abrdn’s own methodology for our range of solutions within this framework only. It serves as a basis for defining targets and metrics 
to measure our investment solution against sustainability progress in various defined areas. Our framework may relate to regulatory requirements like SFDR but is not purposefully 
designed to match any one current or future taxonomy system. Instead, it is dynamic in nature and will be regularly reviewed and amended as required to comply with a range of 
applicable regulatory requirements.

Article 8 
We manage a wide range of products that are 
classified as Article 8 under SFDR. Their objective is to 
promote social and/or environmental characteristics 
(and follow good governance practices). These 
funds can follow a range of different approaches to 
achieve this aim. However, most of our options utilise 
a combination of ‘best-in-class’ active selection, as 
well as exclusions to avoid industries and companies 
at odds with the funds’ objectives. These include 
our Sustainability+ product range, and several other 
investment solutions. Details of available funds can  
be found on our local websites. 

As well as our wide range of Article 8 and 9 funds, 
we provide sustainable solutions in local and regional 
structures, tailored to the sustainable requirements of 
those markets. 

Article 9 
We believe it is possible for our clients to seek a 
financial return while addressing the world’s major 
challenges. These include climate change, inequality 
and unsustainable production and consumption. 
That’s why we have developed a number of strategies 
that are classified Article 9 under the European Union’s 
Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR). 

An Article 9 fund is defined as “a fund that has 
sustainable investment as its objective or a reduction 
in carbon emissions as its objective.” Further, Article 9 
funds must:
 . incorporate good governance into the investment 

strategy (i.e. assess employee relations, board 
structure, remuneration and more) 

 . assess the portfolio against the principle of  
“do no significant harm”.

Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR)

Introduced by the European Commission (EC) and effective in March 2021, SFDR compels financial market 
participants and advisers to provide more sustainability related information. The goal is to ensure investors have  
the information they need to make investment decisions in line with their sustainability goals. It also seeks to avoid  
the ‘greenwashing’ of financial products and advice.

Greenwashing is when a company misleads investors about its environmental credentials. Companies must 
categorise any financial product sold in the EU as Article 6, 8 or 9 (there’s no 7).

The abrdn Sustainability+ Product range is aligned with SFDR.
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For more information visit our Sustainability site at abrdn.com

SG-071122-183360-3

Important Information
Investment involves risk. The value of investments and the income from them can go down as well as up and investors may 
get back less than the amount invested.

The investments referred to may not be authorised for distribution in all jurisdictions in which abrdn operates. For further 
information, please speak to your usual contact at abrdn or visit our website abrn.com. Investors should read the relevant 
offering documents and consult with their own advisors before investing.

The information in this document is not for general circulation and should not be considered an offer, or solicitation, to 
deal in any funds. The information is provided on a general basis for information purposes only, and is not to be relied on 
as investment, legal, tax or other advice, as it does not take into account the investment objectives, financial situation or 
particular needs of any specific investor. 

Any research or analysis used to derive, or in relation to, the information herein has been procured by abrdn for its own 
use, and may have been acted on for its own purpose. The information herein, including any opinions or forecasts have 
been obtained from or is based on sources believed by abrdn to be reliable, but abrdn does not warrant the accuracy, 
adequacy or completeness of the same, and expressly disclaims liability for any errors or omissions. As such, any person 
acting upon or in reliance of these materials does so entirely at his or her own risk. Past performance is not necessarily 
indicative of future performance. Any projections or other forward-looking statements regarding future events or 
performance of countries, markets or companies are not necessarily indicative of, and may differ from, actual events or 
results. No warranty whatsoever is given and no liability whatsoever is accepted by abrdn, for any loss, arising directly or 
indirectly, as a result of any action or omission made in reliance of any information, opinion or projection made  
in this document. 

The information herein shall not be disclosed, used or disseminated, in whole or part, and shall not be reproduced, copied 
or made available to others. 

abrdn reserves the right to make changes and corrections to the information, including any opinions or forecasts 
expressed herein at any time, without notice. 

This communication constitutes marketing, and is available in the following countries/regions and issued by the respective 
abrdn group members detailed below. abrdn group comprises abrdn plc and its subsidiaries:
(entities as at 6 May 2022)

United Kingdom (UK) abrdn Investment Management Limited registered in Scotland (SC123321) at 1 George Street, 
Edinburgh EH2 2LL. Authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Want to discuss more? 
Contact your local abrdn representative

Sustainability Inspires Podcast
Get inspired, get involved

mailto:www.abrn.com?subject=
https://www.abrdn.com/en-gb/intermediary/sustainable-investing/sustainability-inspires-podcast

